INTERVIEW OF AN ARTIST/ENGINEER

Karen Hoyt
After listening to Janice's report last week on the influence of artists' environments on their work, I became interested in what aspects of the artists' surroundings were most vital to their work. I chose to interview a friend who works as an electrical engineer and sees himself as a "closet artist" with a love for watercolors. As human beings, we need to feel accepted, at least by our closest friends, before we are comfortable enough to express our real selves.
Just as Jerry needs support from his friends, so do students need the security that teachers, peers and family members can offer.
Jerry expressed an unwillingness to allow undesirable emotions to enter into his work. He is painfully aware of the negativism that surrounds us, and responds with, "Why not paint a positive picture, a loving picture, a happy picture?" I'm sure that perpetuating a depressed state of mind through one's art is possible, but it may also be healthy Hoyt: Interview of an Artist Engineer
